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at all! The only question is, whether in the great mass there
exists a sufficient quantity of talent, force and capability, which
lucky circumstances may develop, which men of lofty minds may
direct upon a common object. I now rejoiced in discovering so
little prominent originality among my countrymen; I rejoiced
that they disdained not to accept of guidance from without; I
rejoiced that they had found a leader.
" Lothario—allow me to designate my friend by this his first
name which I loved—Lothario had always presented the Germans
to my mind on the side of valour; and shown me, that when well
commanded, there was no braver nation on the face of the earth;
and I felt ashamed that I had never thought of this the first qual-
ity of a people. History was known to him; he was in connexion
and correspondence with the most distinguished persons of the
age. Young as he was, his eye was open to the budding youth-
hood of his native country; to the silent labours of active and
busy men in so many provinces of art. He afforded me a glimpse
of Germany; what-it was, and what it might be; and I blushed at
having formed my judgment of a nation from the motley crowd,
that press themselves into the wardrobe of a theatre. He made me
look upon it as a duty that I too, in my own department, should
be true, spirited, enlivening. I now felt as if inspired, every time
I stepped upon the boards. Mediocre passages grew golden in
my mouth; had any poet been at hand to support me adequately,
I might have produced the most astonishing effects.
" So lived the young widow for a series of months. He could
not want me; and I felt exceedingly unhappy when he stayed
away. He showed me the letters he received from his relations,
from his amiable sister. He took an interest in the smallest
circumstances that concerned me ; more complete, more intimate
no union ever was than ours. ,The name of love was not men-
tioned. He went and came, came and went—And now, my friend,
it is high time that you too should go."
chapter XVIL
wilhelm could put off no longer the visiting of his commer-
cial friends. He proceeded to their place with some anxiety;
knowing he should there find letters from his people. He dreaded
the reproofs which these would of course contain : it seemed likely

